
 

  
A BP aff iliated company 

 
Anthony R. Brown 4 Centerpointe Drive 
Project Manager, Mining La Palma, CA  90623-1066 
 Office:  (714) 228-6770 
 Fax:  (714) 228-6749 
 E-mail: Anthony.Brown@bp.com 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
March 20, 2012 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Ms. Kara Hellige, Senior Project Manager 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
1970 East 3rd Street, Suite 109 
Durango, Colorado 81301 
 
RE: Notification of Flood Dike Upgrades at Rico-Argentine Site, Rico Tunnels 

Operable Unit OU01, Unilateral Administrative Order for a Time-Critical Removal 
Action, United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 

 

Dear Ms. Hellige: 
 
Atlantic Richfield Company is hereby submitting this Letter of Notification (“Notification”) to 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Sacramento District, Durango 
Regulatory Office, of a Unilateral Administrative Order (“UAO”) and subsequent UAO 
Amendment to Order (dated March 28, 2011) for a Time-Critical Removal Action (“Order”) to 
Atlantic Richfield Company (Docket Number: CERCLA-08-2011-0005, dated March 23, 
2011) pursuant to Section 106(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(a) (“CERCLA”), Executive Order 
12580 (dated January 23, 1987), and Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) Delegation 
numbers 14-14-A and 14-14-B.  
 
This Order pertains to property located at the Rico Tunnels Operable Unit (OU01) of the 
Rico-Argentine Mine Site (CERCLIS ID number COD9890952519) near Rico, Dolores 
County, Colorado approximately 25 miles southwest of the town of Telluride and just north 
of the Town of Rico. This Order requires Atlantic Richfield Company to conduct removal 
actions described to abate an imminent and substantial endangerment to public health or 
welfare, or environment by a potential release of hazardous substances at or from the Site.  
In support of this Notification the following documents are provided: 
 

Attachment A.  Nationwide Permit Pre-Construction Notification Form (Informational 
only, pp 1- 5) 
Attachment B.  Regional and Location Map 
Attachment C.  Plan Drawings 
Attachment D.  U.S. EPA Unilateral Administrative Order for Removal Action Letter 
(dated March 23, 2011) 
Attachment E.  U.S. EPA UAO Amendment to Order (dated March 28, 2011)  
Attachment F.  U.S. EPA Memo, New Effective Date for Rico UAO CERCLA 08-
2011-0005 (dated April 21, 2011)  
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 A BP aff iliated company 

A complete copy of the Removal Action Work Plan accompanying the Order has not been 
included as part of this Notification. However, upon request, this document will be provided.   
 
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at (714) 228-6770 or 
via email at Anthony.Brown@bp.com. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Tony Brown 
Project Manager 
Atlantic Richfield Company 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: S. Way, EPA 

J. Christner, URS 
 T. Moore, AR  
 A. Cohen, DGS 
 S. Reise, ENSci 
 T. Kreutz, AECOM 
 D. Yadon, AECOM 
 E. Gleason, AECOM 
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Nationwide Permit Pre-Construction Notification Form
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Revised January 3, 2006.  For the most recent version of this form, visit your Corps District’s Regulatory website. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
South Pacific Division         
    
Nationwide Permit Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) Form 
This form integrates requirements of the Nationwide Permit Program within SPD, including General and Regional 
Conditions.  Please consult instructions prior to completing this form. 

 
Box 1 Project Name  
   Rico Argentine Mine UAO 

Applicant Name 
   Mr. Anthony Brown 

Applicant Title 
   Project Manager, Mining 

Applicant Company, Agency, etc. 
   Atlantic Richfield Company 

Mailing Address 
   4 Centerpointe Drive, La Palma, CA 90623-
1066 

Applicant’s internal tracking number (if any) 
   CERCLA - 08 - 2011 - 0005 

Work Phone with area code 
         

Home Phone with area code 
         

Fax # 
         

E-mail Address 
      

Relationship of applicant to property: 
Owner      Purchaser   Lessee   Other: X 

Application is hereby made for verification that subject regulated activities associated with subject project qualify 
for authorization under a Corps nationwide permit or permits as described herein. I certify that I am familiar 
with the information contained in this application, and that to the best of my knowledge and belief, such 
information is true, complete, and accurate. I further certify that I possess the authority to undertake the 
proposed activities.  I hereby grant to the agency to which this application is made, the right to enter the 
above-described location to inspect the proposed, in-progress or completed work. I agree to start work only 
after all necessary permits have been received.  
Signature of applicant  Date (m/d/yyyy) 

      
 

Box 2  Authorized Agent/Operator Name and Signature (If an agent is acting for the applicant 
during the permit process) 
   Ronald E. Spears, C.E. 
Agent/Operator Title 
   Senior Restoration Biologist 

Agent/Operator Company, Agency, etc. 
   AECOM Technology Corporation 

Mailing Address 
   717 17th Street, Suite 2600, Denver, Colorado 80202 
E-mail Address 
   ronald.spears@aecom.com 
Work Phone with area code 
   303.308.3585 

Home Phone with area code 
         

Fax # 
303.228.3001 

Cell Phone # 
720.644.7046 

I hereby authorize the above named authorized agent to act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this application 
and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support of this permit application. I understand that I am bound 
by the actions of my agent and I understand that if a federal or state permit is issued, I, or my agent, must sign the permit. 
Signature of applicant  Date (m/d/yyyy) 

      
I certify that I am familiar with the information contained in this application, and that to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, such information is true, complete, and accurate.  
Signature of authorized agent Date (m/d/yyyy) 
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Revised January 3, 2006.  For the most recent version of this form, visit your Corps District’s Regulatory website. 

 
 

Box 3   Name of property owner(s), if other than applicant: 
      
Owner Title 
         

Owner Company, Agency, etc. 
         

Mailing Address 
      
Work Phone 
      

Home Phone 
      

 
Box 4   Name of contractor(s) (if known): 
      
Contractor Title 
         

Contractor Company, Agency, etc. 
         

Mailing Address 
      
Work Phone 
      

Home Phone 
      

 
Include multiple copies of Box 5 for separate sites. 

Box 5  Site Number 1 of 1.  Project location(s), including street address, city, 
county, state, zip code where proposed activity will occur: 
Site is located approximately 0.75 mile north of the Town of Rico in Dolores County, Colorado (see 
Figure 1) 
 

Waterbody (if known, otherwise enter “an unnamed tributary to”):Dolores River 
 
Tributary to what known, downstream waterbody:      
Latitude & longitude (D/M/S, DD, or UTM):37.701111 Lat 
and -108.008056 Long 

Zoning Designation (no codes or abbreviations): 
Unknown 

Assessors parcel number: 
Unknown 

Section, Township, Range: 
  SW 1/4 of Section 24 and NW 1/4 of 
Section 25 

USGS Quad map name: 
Rico 
Watershed and other location descriptions, if known: 
Upper Dolores River 
Directions to the project location: 
The  site is accessed  via  approximately 0. 75 mile of an existing  gravel from Colorado State 
Highway145 as shown on Figure 2. Highway 145 provides access from Telluride (27 road miles) and 
Montrose (86 road miles via US Highway 550 and then State Highway 62) to the north and from 
Co1tez (50 road miles), and Durango (92 road miles via US Highway 160 and State Highway 184) to 
the south.  
 



 Page 3 of 23 
 

Revised January 3, 2006.  For the most recent version of this form, visit your Corps District’s Regulatory website. 

Nature of Activity (Description of project, include all features, see instructions): 
Embankment armoring along the east side (left-bank) of the Dolores River as part of a CERCLA 
Removal Action, pond stability. Armoring will consist of Type A fill placed along crest of dyke with 
an approximate 12 foot Finished Crest Width with a 2:1 Slope. Existing slope will be regraded, lined 
with a 6-inch Type 1 filter and stabilized with 2 foot Class III (12"D50) Rip-rap placed at 
approximately the 100-year flood elevation.  
 

Project Purpose (Description the reason or purpose of the project, see instructions): 
The project purpose is to comply with a Unilateral Administrative Order (“UAO”) and subsequent 
UAO Amendment to Order (dated March 28, 2011) for a Time-Critical Removal Action (“Order”) to 
Atlantic Richfield Company (Docket Number: CERCLA-08-2011-0005, dated March 23, 2011) 
pursuant to Section 106(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(a) (“CERCLA”). 
 

 
 
Use Box 6 if dredged and/or fill material is to be discharged: 

Box 6  Reason(s) for Discharge into waters of the United States: 
CERCLA Removal Action  
 

Type(s) of material being discharged and the amount of each type in cubic yards: 
Type A fill Material and 2' Class III Rip-Rap (12" D50). Approximately 400 
CY 
 
Total surface area in acres of wetlands or other waters of the U.S. filled (see instructions): 
N/A.  Proposed Action will be conducted above OHW elevation 

Indicate in ACRES and LINEAR FEET (where appropriate) the proposed impacts to waters of the United 
States, and identify the impact(s) as permanent and/or temporary for each water body type listed below: 

 
 Permanent Temporary 

Water Body Type Acres Linear feet Acres Linear feet 
Wetland                         

Riparian streambed                         

Unveg. streambed 0.70 805             

Lake                         

Ocean                         

Other                         

Total:                         
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Revised January 3, 2006.  For the most recent version of this form, visit your Corps District’s Regulatory website. 

Potential indirect and/or cumulative impacts of proposed discharge (if any): 
Potential indirect and inadvertant impacts may include incidental discharge of fill material below the 
ordinary high-water mark (OHW) during construction.  In order to reduce the potential for an 
inadvertant discharge Best Management Practices will be implemented and maintained during 
Removal Action construction. 

 
 
 
Required drawings (see instructions): 
Vicinity map:  Attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically) 
To-scale Plan view drawing(s):  Attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically) 
To-scale elevation and/or Cross Section drawing(s):  Attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically) 
Has a wetlands/waters of the U.S. delineation been completed?  

 Yes, Attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)  No 
 
If a delineation has been completed, has it been verified in writing by the Corps? 

 Yes, Date of approved jurisdictional determination (m/d/yyyy):        Corps file number:         No 
Please attach1 one or more color photographs of the existing conditions (aerials if possible). 
1or mail copy separately if applying electronically   
 
Dredge Volume: Indicate in CUBIC YARDS the quantity of material to be dredged or used as 
fill: No dredging will occur. 

    
Indicate type(s) of material proposed to be discharged in waters of the United States:  
   No material will be discharged into waters of the U.S. 
 
For proposed discharges of dredged material into waters of the U.S. (including beach 
nourishment), please attach2 a proposed Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) prepared 
according to Inland Testing Manual (ITM) guidelines (including Tier I information, if 
available).   

2or mail copy separately if applying electronically 
Is any portion of the work already complete?    YES    NO   
If yes, describe the work:       
 
 

Box 7  Intended NWP permit number3:         0 
            Intended NWP permit number (2nd):     
            Intended NWP number (3rd):                  
 
3 Enter the intended permit type(s).  See NWP regulations for permit types and qualification information 
(http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/nationwide_permits.htm). 

 
Box 8  Authority: 
Is Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act applicable?:    YES    NO 
 
Is Section 404 of the Clean Water Act applicable?:    YES    NO 
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Revised January 3, 2006.  For the most recent version of this form, visit your Corps District’s Regulatory website. 

 
Box 9  Is the discharge of fill or dredged material for which Section 10/404 authorization is 
sought part of a larger plan of development?:    YES    NO  
If discharge of fill or dredged material is part of development, name and proposed schedule 
for that larger development (start-up, duration, and completion dates): 
   Not applicable 
Location of larger development (If discharge of fill or dredged material is part of a plan of 
development, a map of suitable quality and detail of the entire project site should be 
included): 

   Not applicable 
Total area in acres of entire project area (including larger plan of development, where applicable): 
   Approximately 80-acres in total. 

 
 

Box 10  Threatened or Endangered Species 
Please list any federally-listed (or proposed) threatened or endangered species or critical habitat 
within the project area (use scientific names (e.g., Genus species), if known): 
   a. None                                                b.       
   c.                                                      d.       
   e.                                                      f.       
Have surveys, using U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/NOAA Fisheries protocols, been conducted? 

  Yes, Report attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
If a federally-listed species would be impacted, please provide a description and a biological evaluation. 

  Yes, Report attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          Not attached 
Has the USFWS/NOAA Fisheries issued a Biological Opinion?   

  Yes, Attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
   If yes, list date Opinion was issued (m/d/yyyy):        
Has Section 7 consultation been initiated by another federal agency?   

  Yes, Initiation letter attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
Has Section 10 consultation been initiated for the proposed project?   

  Yes, Initiation letter attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
 

Box 11  Historic properties and cultural resources: 
Please list any historic properties listed (or eligible to be listed) on the National 
Register of Historic Places: 
   a.                                                      b.       
   c.                                                      d.       
   e.                                                      f.       
Are any cultural resources of any type known to exist on-site?  

  Yes    No 
Has an archaeological records search been conducted? 

  Yes, Report attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
Has a archaeological pedestrian survey been conducted for the site? 

  Yes, Report attached (or mail copy separately if applying electronically)          No 
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Attachment B 
Project Location Map
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Attachment C 
Plan Drawings
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Attachment D 

U.S. EPA Unilateral Administrative Order for Removal Action Letter  

(Dated March 23, 2011) 
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Attachment E 
U.S. EPA UAO Amendment to Order  

(Dated March 28, 2011)
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Attachment F 
U.S. EPA Memo, New Effective Date for Rico UAO CERCLA 08-2011-0005 

 (Dated April 21, 2011) 
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